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the most authoritative position at this meeting, he wanted
him to speak last. Nothing could have been more absurd
than this reasoning. General Miaja, visibly excited, then
said that he was a believer in resistance at all costs. This
hasty opinion produced a bad impression upon us. I at
once replied to this opinion of General MiajVs that if this
belief in resistance should prevail I thought that all the
Commanders should bring their families to Spain, and in
the true military spirit as indicated in Army Orders, we
should be the last to leave.

Finally the Prime Minister spoke at length without
saying anything concrete, and repeated the conclusion
that since the enemy refused to make peace, the only thing
to do was to resist.

When the meeting was over the Prime Minister went to
Yuste, and I returned to Madrid. In spite of the tiring
nature of the day, I could not sleep during the journey. I
arrived at Madrid at four o'clock in the morning, and still
I could not sleep. The Prime Minister's attitude had
made a very sad impression on me and I was convinced
that it was due to the work of the Communist Party. I
could not wipe out of my imagination the terrible picture
which my people would present in a few days time, when
the enemy's great offensive would have started, and yet I
could not decide to rebel for fear of doing greater harm.

In the afternoon of the following day (February 2 7th),
the Chief of the General Staff of Aggroupment told me by
private wire that Prime Minister Negrin had nominated
General Matallana to be Chief of the General Staff of the